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Let's improve the cross-border cooperation among ACDs in the Mediterranean basin.

EDITORIAL
Dear readers
of MEDNETA
Newsletter,

CAMERA DI COMMERCIO
ITALO ELLENICA
ATENE

Association de Sauvegarde
de la Médina de Tunis

I am presenting you with great pleasure our 6th Newsletter. In a couple of
months, our project will be completed and as MEDNETA Team we are
full of pride reaching the end of this
excited and creative journey around
Mediterranean. Having been in the
final stretch, we have complete our
research tasks and now is the time to
step up with extroverted events, dissemination of the results and open a
democratic and productive dialogue
with those directly involved as well as
the general public.
I am pleased to announce that the
process of production of the pilot
products was successfully completed and now is the acquis of collaboration and communication of ACDs
professionals. By this collaboration,
twelve unique pieces jointly produced
by a designer of one of the cities and
a craftsman of another.
As you can see below, young creators, skilled professionals, designers and craftsmen met, experimented and collaborate together creating
new paths for creativity and ACDs in
Mediterranean.

All this work will be presented during
the 1st MEDNETA Rotating Exhibition
under the name: “Weaving the Sea Craftsmen and Designers from Across
the Mediterranean Collaborate”. The
inauguration event of this Exhibition
will be on 24th November in Beirut,
lasting from 24th November to 5th December 2015, Opening hours: Monday – Friday: 10am to 8pm, Saturday:
9am to 12am.
Since the market dimensions have
changed and competition is becoming global, there is a definite need to
increase the size of the primary market of these ACDs. In this context,
MEDNETA exhibition have brought
together pilot products, and their
stories, created between artists,
craftsmen and designers of the partner cities (Athens, Florence/Palermo,
Hebron, Tunis, Valencia, and Beirut),
involving all parties in a way to concentrate on bringing back Mediterranean creative activities to market
value at international level.
In doing so, MEDNETA Exhibition
have positively impact the ACDs in
each city by facilitating multicultural
and/or multidisciplinary collaboration
opportunities among them, providing
them with access to a market that
goes much beyond the traditional
physical market of their cities and finally promoting them across the Med-

iterranean, as well as increasing their
market value at international level.
To this end, I would like to express
my sincerest thanks to all MEDNETA
partners that embraced with such
fervor the issue of revival of Mediterranean cities and especially our
partner GAIA-heritage, responsible
for setting up and organizing the
MEDNETA Exhibition in total.
In addition, I would like to express
my warmest gratitude to the artists,
craftsmen and designers from the
partner cities for their efforts in order
to create a cross-border cooperation
and dialogue through the joint creation of MEDNETA Pilot Products.
Therefore, as Project Coordinator, I
am delighted to invite you to contribute with your presence to the Beirut’s
Exhibition as well as to stay tuned
about the Final Conference on 14 &
15 December 2015 in the Ceremony
Hall of the National Technical University of Athens.
For more information and details you
can visit www.medneta.eu and MEDNETA’s official page on Facebook.
With my warmest regards,
Sofia Avgerinou Kolonias

Professor, Department of Urban
and Regional Planning
School of Architectural Engineering
National Technical University of Athens (N.T.U.A.)
MEDNETA Project Coordinator
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A brief description about the
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creation of the Pilot Products:
This exhibition is centered on the joint
work of craftsmen and designers from the
Southern and Northern shores of the MediCAMERA DI COMMERCIO
ITALO ELLENICA creating a common product and
terranean,
ATENE
launching the premises of cultural cooperation at a time where the unstable political
OPEN WORKSHOP
IN TUNISin economenvironment
and the disparities
13-14-15
MARCH
ic,
social and
spatial level recorded between
The Open Workshops
in Tunis
Mediterranean
countries have
rockedfirstly
this
positioned
the ACDs; the map of the
region
(http://medneta.gaiaheritage.com/
session03/).
medina was presented for the first time
The
aim of
the Exhibition
to demonstrate
through
ACD
locations;isACDs
gave for
and
present
value
of about
cooperation
bethe first
time the
public
talks
their own
tween
artists,
designers
and
craftsmen
sector and their perception of the
from
the different
participating
Athchallenges
and threats
of theircities:
sector;
ens, Florence-Palermo, Hebron, Tunis, VaThe ACDs documentary allowed wide
lencia, and Beirut.
audience awareness of Medina’s ACD
Through this exhibition, we intend to present
richness
hence
positioning
the
quality ofand
craftsmen
and designers
of

Mediterranean cities and hence contributing
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and designers of the partner cities.
In this context, twelve unique pieces jointly
produced by a designer of one of the cities
and a craftsman of another will be the core
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At the end, these partnerships will not only
create 12 pilot products but also 12 creative
relationships that will underpin MEDNETA’s
aim to create a cultural network across the
Mediterranean. Creativity is essential in any
MEDNETA
Project. Among others, she
field where communities need to commureferred
to
Mediterranean
context
nicate ideas, the
cooperate,
participate,
make
which
is and
characterized
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physical and cultural environment,
fragile territorial situation and tourism,
MEDNETA transmitting the message of
communication, cross-cultural dialogue,
creativity and cooperation in a territorial
context sharing common perspectives
and threats. She also presented the new
vision of creativity that is building within
MEDNETA Project framework as well as
the necessary conditions for this,
namely not only to address young
creators and the local communities but
also enhancing synergies and networking.
MEDNETA Project Team, would like to
thank the ENPI CBC PROGRAMME and
especially the Officer Renato Botti, for
the opportunity given to present our
work in such an important event.
* The parts in Italics are borrowed from the Event
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societies are now paying attention to
ACDs sector development in the
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ASM-Tunis makes the event annual;
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also approached ASM-Tunis requesting
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vision of creativity that is building within
MEDNETA Project framework as well as
the necessary conditions for this,
namely not only to address young
creators and the local communities but
also enhancing synergies and networking.
MEDNETA Project Team, would like to
thank the ENPI CBC PROGRAMME and
especially the Officer Renato Botti, for
the opportunity given to present our
work in such an important event.
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OPEN WORKSHOP IN TUNIS
13-14-15 MARCH
The Open Workshops in Tunis firstly
positioned the ACDs; the map of the
medina was presented for the first time
through ACD locations; ACDs gave for
the first time public talks about their own
sector and their perception of the
challenges and threats of their sector;
The ACDs documentary allowed wide
audience awareness of Medina’s ACD
richness
and
hence
positioning

Association de Sauvegarde
de la Médina de Tunis

“CULTURAL HERITAGE
AND SUSTAINABLE TOURISM”
In early March, the “ENPI CBC MEDITERRANEAN SEA BASIN PROGRAMME 2007-2013” organized in
collaboration with the Italian Ministry of
Culture and Tourism, organized a
Capitalization Event in Rome, aimed at
analyzing and discussing key topics
addressed and main results achieved by
the projects financed under the ENPI
CBC MED Programme 2007-2013.
Future challenges had highlighted while
considering the results of the implemented projects as starting points.
The context of the event was dedicated
to the natural and man-made legacies
that have been passed down through

ASM-Tunis as the advocator of ACD
dynamic preservation partner for public,
private and civil societies who want to
take part on the preservation process.
Also the interactive workshops allowed
ACDs to lay out to the Open Workshop
visitors their passion for their craft. The
Open Workshops pre-launch campaign
and event logistics presented the
historical medina, as young, trendy and
open to everyone who wants to take part
in the identity preservation through
economic dynamics. The FaceBook
interaction was light and accessible to
all sectors of society; the Chechia
exhibition was also light and accessible
with clear simple messages that were
easily understood by the general visiting
public. The successful pre-launch
campaign, attracted many pro-bono
services providers to contribute to the
success of the whole event. The main

important event supporter was HAPAX
PR agency, which provided wide media
coverage; Cafe Mrabet which offered its
space for free; Ms. Sihem Lamine
curator of the Chechia exhibition, who
offered pro-bono services. Today after
the Open Workshops, several civil
societies are now paying attention to
ACDs sector development in the
medina; several ACDs demanding that
ASM-Tunis makes the event annual;
Rachidia school of Andalousi music has
also approached ASM-Tunis requesting
partnership in developing Rachidia’s
140th anniversary event in the medina;
and finally the National Office of
Handicrafts is offering prime location to
Designers and Calligraphers for the first
time at the national annual Kram
Handicraft Exhibition, as a result of
ASM-Tunis advocacy for the positioning
of those ACD types.

the millennia are priceless gifts and the
identities that attributed to future
peoples. The main purpose was the
preservation of these given “gifts” and
the wisely use of them in order to drive
the economic development and to maintain their existence for the next generation.
In this framework the creative industries
are recognized today are important
drivers for the development of local
economies. Running ENPI CBC Med
projects are actively engaged in a wide
range of actions aiming to support the
development of creative activities on
both sides of the Mediterranean area,
especially by leveraging youth and
potential talents. During that session,
participants discussed and learned how
to turn creativity into new business
opportunities. *
Within this event Prof. Sofia Avgerinou –
Kolonias had the honour to be invited to
present the most innovative elements of

MEDNETA Project. Among others, she
referred to the Mediterranean context
which is characterized by heritage /
physical and cultural environment,
fragile territorial situation and tourism,
MEDNETA transmitting the message of
communication, cross-cultural dialogue,
creativity and cooperation in a territorial
context sharing common perspectives
and threats. She also presented the new
vision of creativity that is building within
MEDNETA Project framework as well as
the necessary conditions for this,
namely not only to address young
creators and the local communities but
also enhancing synergies and networking.
MEDNETA Project Team, would like to
thank the ENPI CBC PROGRAMME and
especially the Officer Renato Botti, for
the opportunity given to present our
work in such an important event.
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